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to their authors, as the country will be unable to
assimilate them, and a reaction, such as that
which has recently occurred, will almost infallibly
ensue.

I now turn to the present and the immediate
future. After hanging in the balance for a period
of thirty-three years, the political destiny of
Egypt has at last been definitely settled. The
country has been incorporated into the British
Empire. No other solution was possible. Pro-
vided that the statesmanship be skilful and that
there is no undue haste, the adoption of this
measure, far from hindering, will tend to facilitate
the execution of that rationally Liberal policy
to which Great Britain is wedded in dealing with
its outlying dependencies. The tie with Turkey,
which has never been of the smallest benefit to
Egypt or to the Egyptians, has been definitely
severed. A distinguished member of the family
of Mehemet Ali, who has for long honoured me
with his personal friendship, and whom I believe to
possess all the qualifications necessary to fill the
high office to which he has been called with
advantage to the people over whom he will rule,
has been named Sultaix of Egypt. If I understand
rightly, the hands of the British Grovernment
are 6ee if at any future time it should be found
necessary to revise this arrangement. Notably,